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this or that party ; but this is not to say that they
know or understand the party programme. Look-
ing beyond the slogans which they have adopted
and made their own, it will be seen that in their
hearts they have no economic or political system
but exclusively a number of reasonable wishes
common to all mankind.

These wishes, however, arc much less determined

by   direct   economic   interests   than   is   generally

assumed.   The   worker   whose   only   ambition  it

would be to live like a petit bourgeois would not

hold out for months on end in the lousy depths of a

trench.   The peasant who   was   only thinking of

obtaining a better existence for himself would not

be prepared of his own volition to risk his skin

every day of his life.   Whoever attempts to capture

the youth of a country by speculating exclusively

upon its desires, its pleasures, and its diversions, is

playing a losing game, for it is only by courage and

by sacrifice, by discarding its own interests, that

youth can prove its worth to itself and to the outside

world.   The hatred of " rational pacifism " evinced

by young men is to be explained by the fact that

these pacifists are speculating upon their fears and

cowardice.   Similarly a boy who is worth his salt

kicks against the pricks when his father endeavours

to demonstrate on rational grounds that it will be

more to his advantage to enter a grocer's business